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Deily Critics Rete New Arena Play 


The Showoff-Arena, Hotel Edison, 5/3 gilba Daily critics reviewed both the 
George Kelly revivals and thentro in the round staginge Two critics thought the 1924 
comedy was dated in its satira and weak in its structurese Rose of first nighters 
thought it held up remarkally, Coleman, Mirror, thinks the play deserves a Pulitzer 
prize. Atkinson, Times, Howsins, World Telegram & Sun, were the dissenterse Lee 
Tracy and Jene Seymour were credited with the best performances in a fine cast ably 
directed by Martin Manulis. Watts, Post, was the sole critic to hold reservations on 
central staging but his co*leagucs found it interesting, useful and cozy. Several 
mentioned that food and drink were available. Others were disturbed at seeing their 
fellow first nighters at such close range. 


Trade Critics View the Revival 


& Streetcar Named Desire-City Center, 5/23/50. Hobe, Variety, considered the 
present Irene Selznick production disappointing entertainment. The subtlety, depth 
&nd compassion of the play is missinge Francis, Billboard, enjoyed the revival of 
the Tennessee Williams prize winning pley now starring Uta Hagen and Anthony Quinn. 
He did think George Matthews was miscast phy ically in the part of M% che 


Report From London 


A rarity of good plays reflecting contemporary England was reported by Clurman, 
New Republics though he found the level of the theatre in London much higher than 
Paris. The best English production he has witnessed is Jean Anoulih's Ring Around 
the Moon, the best play Chekhov's Ivanov. Christopher Fry's Yenus Observed was deemed 
an obscure, mediocre pley with many bright lines. Clurmen feels that close examina- 
tion of Fry's work may show that the less serious one’s approach the more his work 


improves. 
Rive Plays Closing in New York 


Come swmer and New York's less erated plays fold. Recent Broadway closings 
include The Lier-Broadhurst, 5/18/50-5/21/50- Apms and the Girl-46th Street Theatre, 
27/50. As You Like It-Cort, 1 8/50-6 757500 The Innocent g~Playhouse, 2/1/50 

3/50» ow M 1 11/1 50-6/3/50. 


Theatre Arts Critic on Current Plays 


Helen Hayes dazzling performance in The Wisteria Trees overcomes @ very weak | 


script for the Theatre Arts critic. Cry of the Peacock and With 2 Silk Thread win 
prizes as the worst foreign and worst American plays of the seasone 


Off Broadway Ibsen 


Wide difference of opinion.on Repertory Theatre's presentation of Master Builder 
Solness at. the Cherry Lane Theatre. Calta, Times, viewed it as an intelligent and 
understanding modern portreyal of the Ibsen classice He singled out John Scanlan for 
top honors in » fine caste Garland, Journal American, thought it was poorly done. 
Pollock, Compass, didn’t think the cast worked herd enough, while Allen, Women’s Wear 
Daily, thought it was on the whole forceful. 
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* The Green Room Department ' 


CONFESSIONS OF A SQUARE PiGeeeGarland, Journal American, is proud of his designation 
as “The Square Peg in the Drama Critics Circle,” he told Grace and Paul Hartman 
On their WOR Breakfast with the Hartmans program broadcast from their dressing 
room at the Coronet Theatre, When the Circle was formed he wanted it to be a 
club for the daily critics only. Now he finds it is a large group that meets 
only to pick the best play. The voting is attended by critics from everything 
but throwawayse He thinks Ward Morehouse and he love the theetre more than any 


other criticse His article "Busman's Holiday" will be reprint ed in the British 
magazine "Theatre Digest". 


SUNDRY CAMPAIGNSees"Usher Exhibitionism" is a pet peeve of Hawkins, WT&S, who would 
rather hear the actors onstage than the usherseeeLee Tracy, WOR Theatrical Page 
continues to back up Morehouse'’s 7200 PeMe curtain suggestion. Urges listeners 
to write if they would like it tested next season...Tracy also wents letters 

that complain and compliment the manners of box office men.,.Sheaffer, Eagle, 

hopes the City Council okays the bill for new theatre buildings. 


CRITICS SURVEYS EXPLiINEDeeeBillboard’s second annual critic's award goes to Chapman, 
News, for predicting the success of the shows, while Veriety's award went to 
Atkinson, Timese Chapman explained:the paradox. Billboard rates a play a hit 
if it goes over 100 performances, Variety's yardstick is if the angeis get 
their money backe Chapman would rather write to please the boxoffice than "the 

relatives, friends, passersby and assorted goons who think show angeling is a | 

good way to back a fast bucke" 


MAE WEST INVESTIGATION...eSenator Estes Kefauver, chairman of the Senate Crime Inves- 
tigation Committee was urged by Sylvester, News, to look into the million dollar 
Casino Mae West is going to build in Las Vegas, Nevada. There are all sorts of 
angles involved, and Sylvester would love the job as investigator. 


AUDIENCE: POLLED ON CRITICSeeePeople's Drama, off Broadway group which produced Thomas 
Ward's John Brown, drew unfavorable reviews from the critics. But the arena 

type play ran six weekse Audience poll found that several didn’t care what the 
critics ever saide Qne comment was "no one of any intelligence should lend too 
much credence to the NeYecriticse” Pollock, Compass, printed the surveye 


BESTS OF SEASONeeeChapman, News, picked’ nine of his ten best plays for his Dodd, Mead 
book, when he appeared on WNBC Critic's Corner. They include The Cocktail Party 
The Member of the Wedding, Lost in the Stars, The Ha Time, The Wisteria Trees 


Come Beck, Little Sheba, The | Innocents, The Enchanted I Know My Lovee 
bests of the season next weeke 


PARTICIPATION DRAMAsesArena type theatre may be just what Broadway needs, comments 
Keating, Cuee If an actor gets hammy, you can reach over and conk hime Chapman 
News, likes it because you can give an actor a swift kick from a sitting positim 


* Critical Notes * 


-* Three critics will appear in summer theatre playse Garland, Journal americans 
will pley the Judge in Q& Trial, Morehouse, WT&S, will play in Alias Jimmy Valentine 
and Hawkins, /T&S, will pley the romantic lead in Coquette.eelee Posner, critic of 
‘Ti Progresso, has commissioned the Jewish National Fund to plagt ten trees in Tel 
Aviv in honor of the late publisher Generoso PopeeeeCharles Darton, one time dean of 
NeYecritics who held the critic's post on the NeYeBvening World for 21 years, died in 
Hollywood at the age of 80.«.Vernon Rice's Theatre Class at the Abbe Practical Work ° 
shop heard Peter Lawrence, Peter Fan producer speak on “The Broadway Theatre and the 
New Producers" 
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* Broadway Hits Revisited * 


Mr. Roberts, with Henry Fonda still in the title role, won three rave reviews. 
Atkinson, Times, found the play by the late Thomis Heegen as fresh end hilarious as 
he did at its opening more then two years *zo- ‘Gil>ert Seides, Lively aris, 
agreed that it sounds like Whet Price Giory did om? war ag2. Garland, Journal Amerie 
cen, went even farther. He thought the pley wes botter now the: it was on opening 
nighte Fonda was less self conscious, ani ihe caciccoents ere renerkably finsese 
Albert Dekker, the new lead in Death of 4 Seissuan won ths supotrt of Francis, Bille 
board, and political columnist Lerner, beet ou. consiuers Arthur Miller play 
worth seeing again and again because it is actuaitv a play about the death of a fae 4 
ther-eon relation when false vaives come into 4 culturseesSuides doesn't think Come 
Back, Little Sheva was sufficiently praised for tha di;nity it unvests in the sedness 
of the wrall .ifeo It does more honor to the Theatre Guild than ati of its musicals, 
and it is more completely qualified for the Pulitzer: Prize then South Pacific. 


* Interview Round Up * 


NANCY BRINEYeeeFounder-Editor of “The Fireside Theatre", the Literary Guild sponsored 
theatre book club, is living proof of the "Never Underestimate the Power of a 
Woman" slogan in the eyes of Rice, Poste In Indienapclis she and her husband 
organized @ book club which they ran from their bas*mente When he took a job in 
New York, she interested the Literary Guild in sponsoring it om a nationwide ba- 
Sis. It has grown from 10} mambers to over 11,000. The idea is to keep in step 

i. with the current Broadway hitse 


a $200,000 » year contract in Hollywoode "God has been good to me, for that 
reasor. [ never fight with people. I assum they are right and I am wrong,” he 
revealed to Sullivan, News, es he played catch with the Columnist's dogeeeWilson 
Post, discovered that Pinza‘'s motto is “Life Begins Tomorrow". 


JUNIOR STANDTSHeeeFields, Mirror, intrigued into interviewing the Gentlemen Prefer 
Bloniss chorus girl by the inspired prose of press agent Richerd Maneye He dis=- 
covered that she lived up to his glowing wordse A chorus girl since she was 1}, 
Sne ccoks, writes music, models, acts on TV, and found an epartment as soon as 
she zot marriede Truly @ most unusual dame. 


JGHN HsHeLYONseeProfessor Emeritus of Shakespeare at Columbia University, Dre Lyon ex- 
pressed violent views on recent Shakespeare products when he visited with WR _ 
Marthe. Deanee Michael Reigreve'’s Macbeth was the best ever seen on Broadway, but 
tne céreiage trade supvort it. The galizries were packed with lovers of 
Tne Berd. He considers the recent portrayol of "Cleopatra" as a very bad jobe 
The boy actors in Shakespeare's time probably did much better with the female 
parts then the actresses of todaye 


WILLIaN INGE. eeThe author of The Innocents admitted to Morehouse, wes, that he thinks 
the weak, illogical ending “tha ) producer persuaded him to write for the adaptation 
of James “Turning of the Screw” is the reason the play closede ‘ When the play is 
produced in Paris he will go back to the original, more brutal closinge 


* Key to NYC Criticism At &4 Glance ' 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hitse %So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
er, ontorteining or stimulating evening, Pirotostats of reviews.may be obtained at 25 
cents aach to subscribers, 50 cents each to 


WSIO PINZAeesThe 57 year old star of South Pacific leaves the hit show this week for 


le NY Times ll, Newark News | | 21. Catholic World 


2e NY Herald Tribune 12. Women’s Wear Daily 22¢ Commonweal 

3e. NY News Daily Worker 230 Cue 

NY Mirror 14, Wall Street Journal 246 ChreSci.Monitor 

Se ™Y Compass (PM, Star) Journal of Commerce 254 Sat Revo Literature 
6. NY‘ Post 16. George Jean Nathan 266 Newsweek 

NY Sun (Morehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 276 Time 

8. NY Journal American 18, Variety | 28. Nation 

9. NY World Telegram & Sun 19. Billboard 29 New Republic 

10. Brooklyn Eagle 20. Theatre arts 30. New Yorker 


Clutterbuck-Biltmore, 12/3/49e Prot 1-2 3-27=306 
Cont So-Soe 2=4=10-14. 


The Cocktail Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 
Cont So-Sot 16-30. 


Come Back, Little Sheba=Booth, 2/15/50. Prot 


The Consul-Barrymore, Prot 26 votes. Cont 22+ So-S08 6-29. Nones 20-21 
Death of a Salesmen=Morosco, 2/10/49 Prot 28 votese Cont 29. So-Sot 27 


Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/49. Prot 9920-2142 
23=26"27-300 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Prot 21 votese Cont 6-21-28 So-So2 
16-2227. Nones 256 


The Heppy Time=Plymouth, 1/24/50 Pros 20 votese Cons 
Kiss Me, Kate-Century, 12/31/48, Pros 28 votese Cons 29. None 28, 


Lost_ in the Stars-Music Box, 10/30/496 Pros 7910-1 
23-260 Sond 4-276 


The Member of the Wedding-Mmpire, 1/5/50. Prot 25 votes. Cont 16. So-so8 2-27-30 
Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/48. Prot 24 votese Cont 21-24. So=Sot 13=l6-l7- 


Peter Pan=Imperisl, 4/24/50. Prot 1892292 3-24-25-26~ 
27°29 Cond 0=16*30, SomSos 6-7-14=19. 


South Pacific-Majestic, 4/8/49. Prot 0921-24-25 
26-30. Cone 27¢ So-Sos 236 


Texas Li'l Darlin'-Hellinger, 11/25/49. Pros 
Cont So-S08 


Where's Charley?-St. James, 10/11/48. Prot 16 votes. Cont 


The jisteria TreeselMartin Beck, 3/29/50. Pros 
240 Cont So-Sot 18-29. 


Tickets Please$-Coronet, 4/27/50. Prot 
Cont So-So8 266 


News & Notes * 


British Drema Crities. Circle will hold a series of lectures on their trade at 
Stratford-on=.\voneeeOne of the French policemen who guarded Victor Kravchenko during 
his Paris libel triel was a drama ctiticeee"Intolerance is frequently a synonym for 
intelligence’, Sobol, Journal «merican, quotes as a George Jean Nathan definitionec.e 
WASD Broadway to Hollywood rates the shows on a special metere George Putnam gave 


The Liar 65 per centes,Wolcott Gibbs’ play, & Summer in the Sun is said to throw barbs 
et novelist, John O'Hara. 
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